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It is useful for us to distinguish between road pricing on networks of roads, and tolling on individual facilities.  As we consider pricing on road networks we are interested in a number of questions.

1. What are the considerations of pricing all roads in a network (VMT-type charge or comprehensive tolls) vs. only limited access roads?  
2. On limited access roads, what are the considerations of pricing all lanes vs. some subset of lanes (i.e. HOT or express toll lanes)?
3. What is the state of technologies for widespread road pricing?  Does this appear to be technically feasible (in what areas and in what timeframe)?
4. Privacy is a crucial issue with road pricing systems.  What are your thoughts on the problem of privacy and road pricing, and the possible solutions?

5. Should social costs be included in the prices—i.e. emissions and congestion) in transportation pricing?  If so, how do we set and govern those prices?  Are current estimates of marginal costs and efficient prices reliable enough for policy purposes?  Are you aware of other goods or sectors for which externalities have been internalized (or at least the attempt has been made)?  

6. What are other political feasibility considerations of road pricing?  What are the most important arguments for and against it?  Who are the key proponents of road pricing?  The key opponents?
7. What are the equity issues of road pricing?  What does research suggest with regard to commuting, employment, relocation, and other economic / land use impacts?  How significant are such impacts?  Are there feasible means to measure and address them?
8. What systems/rules/policies should be in place governing the use of pricing revenue (e.g. maintain link between user payments and benefits received vs. cross-subsidize certain desired or necessary improvements)?

9. Is there an economic rationale for continuing to rely on fuel taxes from a pricing perspective (perhaps to address air pollution and certain other social costs)?  Would a feasible (sub-optimal) pricing solution involve employing multiple policy tools (e.g. variable highway and metro tolls for congestion, fuel taxes for emissions, VMT tax for other costs)?

10. If the political will is not there to raise fuel taxes to a level anywhere close to meeting current system maintenance needs, much less covering the costs of congestion and other externalities, why should anyone believe that federal, state, and local governments will price road use at “appropriate” (or at least higher) levels?  Will a more direct link between payment and use/benefit be decisive?  Is there something unique about road pricing that will make it less vulnerable to politics?

11. The RFF paper and other studies suggest that road pricing may divert a lot of people to public transit, which in many areas is already at capacity.  How realistic is that assumption / modeling?  And if road prices are set to help offset those costs and other externalities, will that not undermine the user-pay principle?
12. If the Commission decides to advance the road pricing concept, what is the most important thing it should recommend?  Significant funding for research and development (to assess technologies and establish architecture)?  More (advanced and larger) pilot programs?  Between “more study” and “full implementation” what are some feasible / practical / meaningful policy recommendations?  Are there any useful precedents in the U.S. for fundamentally changing the way perceived public goods are funded?  What are the important issues in transitioning from our current system to a road pricing system?

13. What would be the interplay between federal, state and local governments in implementing and utilizing road pricing?
