Director Wells:

I have recently read about the NTIFC preliminary findings in regards to

3 main problems with The Nation's surface transportation funding in the weekly AASHTO journal.  Two of which problems I agree with.  The remaining problem, in bold below, lacks insightfulness and causes me to question the motivation of the wording.

Everyone in The Nation uses our surface transportation in multiple ways. For instance, if I walk down to the local market and purchase a piece of fruit I have just taken advantage of our country's network of roads.  A portion of the price of that fruit goes towards paying for the transportation to get it there.  The trucking company paid a gas tax and then passed it onto the consumer.  Please pass this thought onto the Commissioners before they advise for a network of traffic hindering and pollution increasing toll roads.

Thank you for your time - Keith

W. Keith Mack

Transportation Engineer

Caltrans Design M1

Phone: (530) 741-4292

Fax: (530) 741-4299

In its preliminary findings released in February, the commission found that the nation's current surface transportation funding approach is suffering from three main problems:

* Revenue is insufficient to maintain the national network and build needed improvements to the system;

* Current funding mechanisms and levels of revenue are not closely linked to use of the transportation system, allowing demand and costs to grow faster than revenue; and

* Critical components of the current approach to investing transportation revenue are not structurally driven toward cost effectiveness, dissipating the effectiveness of existing revenue.

